CHAPTER XV
THE FIRST ANTARCTIC FLIGHTS:   WILKINS OVER GRAHAM
LAND
GEORGE HUBERT WILKINS has been a versatile explorer
in many parts of the world.   After gaining experience in a
subordinate capacity, in Australia, Northern Canada and the
Antarctic, he has more recently led his own expeditions, pulling his
own sledge, driving dogs, sailing in ships, boats and a submarine.
Above all, he made the first trans-Arctic flight and had the honour
of introducing flying into Antarctica.
Bom in Australia in 1888, he was first engaged in engineering.
In 1910 he began flying and soon became an aeronautical photo-
grapher. He initiated his polar career by serving an effective
apprenticeship with Stefansson, joining the ill-fated Karluk, in
1913, as photographer. Wilkins was loyal to his chief, who found
that he could adapt himself to anything and perform every duty
with conspicuous efficiency. He readily took to living under polar
conditions, and was made Second-in-Command of Stefansson's
Northern Party.
In 1916 Wilkins left the Arctic for the war front and served
with the Australian Flying Corps in France where he commanded
the photographic section of the Australian forces. He was pro-
moted to the rank of Captain, mentioned in dispatches, and re-
ceived the Military Cross and Bar. After the War he was Second-
in-Command of Cope's Antarctic venture and then became Shackle-
ton's naturalist in be Quest. In 1922-5 he led a British Museum
Expedition to tropical Australia and in 1926 made his first attempt
to fly across the Arctic Basin from Point Barrow in Alaska. In the
following year he made a flight of 500 miles over unexplored ice
pack; and in 1928, with Lieutenant Eilsen as pilot, he made a great
flight of 2,200 miles from Point Barrow to Spitsbergen, for which
he received the gold medal of the Royal Geographical Society and
similar medals from geographical and aviation societies neady all
over the world. The honour of knighthood was conferred upon
him for his " conspicuous services between 1913 and 1928 cul-
minating in the flight across the Arctic."